[image: image6.png]Bl - arm aut to side pinting to tank with

finger extended

i Stop - fingers clucd

ort Stop - lararm extended, it
Clenched with shet up and dow otice

[~




                                                                                                

CVMA 3-2

Southern Chapter Annex to National by-laws
TABLE OF CONTENTS

WHY DO I RIDE WITH THE COMBAT VETS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION

Annex A: 

RIDES 

RIDE LOGISTICS AND SAFETY
Annex B 

MEETINGS

AGENDA

Annex C 

COMMUNICATION

Annex D 

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

Annex E 

ACCOUNTABILITY AND PROCEDURES FOR NEW MEMBERS AND PATCHES

Annex F 

PATCHING CEREMONY

WHY DO I RIDE WITH THE COMBAT VETS MOTORCYCLE ASSOCIATION

I ride with the CVMA because I feel extremely comfortable being in the company of like-minded people that ride motorcycles.  I ride with Combat Veterans because we, collectively, have experiences that sometimes cannot be put into words.  With just a simple look, glance or gesture we understand our past as well as our future. I ride with the CVMA because of the courage, integrity, honor and respect of those who went before me as well as those who will follow. I ride with the CVMA because I know that when I need help all of our members are just a phone call away. I ride with the CVMA because when I see the back patch, I swell with pride with the knowledge that although they may have been in a different combat zone than I, they all share similar experiences as me, experiences that civilians just don’t understand and never will. I ride with the CVMA because we are Veterans helping other Veterans.
Annex A to CVMA National by-laws

RIDES

ONE DAY RIDES-Ride to a point of interest that’s within a distance that we can ride with a lunch stop and make it back home in one day.

WEEKEND RIDES-Ride to a point of interest that’s within a distance that we can ride to in a day.  See the point of interest, stay one night and take a leisurely ride back home. 

RIDE AGENDA-The Road Captain will conduct a rider’s brief that will go over the complete route, all break stops, lunch stop and gas stops.  

RIDE SAFTEY BRIEFING-The Road Captain will explain safety information that will make the ride a safe and enjoyable ride. 

LOCATION OF LINK-UP-We will always meet at a designated location.  This link-up location will have a fast food restaurant, fuel, parking lot and have an easy access to a main road.

OTHER GROUP RIDES COULD INCLUDE-Wounded Warrior quarterly meetings, PGR, Motorcycle safety stand downs conducted on military posts or bases, or any other events that are held by the military.  We may ride early in the morning for breakfast and then go to a point of interest.  I’m sure there are more, we just need to know where, when and GO.

RIDE LOGISTICS AND SAFETY
Plan Ahead

Announce where we are going, the stops along the way and meal plans including the time. 

Ride in a Staggered Formation When Possible

When road width permits, ride on alternating sides of the lane. Doing so will enhance the visibility ahead, and help create a safe space around each bike. Single file riding might be necessary on tight roads, but try to maintain as much space around each bike as possible.  Use your high beam light, if you have only one headlight, so that you can be seen easily.

Look Ahead

Don't target fixate on the bike ahead of you; if that rider happens to go off the road or hit an obstacle, it's far too easy to simply follow in their path if you're staring at them. Maintaining a 2-second cushion from the bike ahead will give you more reaction time in case something goes wrong.  Exceptions to the 2 second rule may be when traffic is slow and/or the group needs to maintain a tight pack.

Pass One Bike at a Time

While it's important to maintain a cohesive group when you're riding together, it's also a good idea not to pass slow moving vehicles as a group; pass one by one.   

Be Predictable

It's easiest (and safest) to follow riders who are smooth, logical, and predictable in their technique. Don't pull any surprise maneuvers, and the group will more likely arrive safely at their destination.   If you need to pull out of the pack because of mechanical problems, advise those on the right and then pull into the right lane of the pack.  Pull off to the side of the road and the Road Captain in the rear will pull over to assist you.

Ride Your Own Ride

Group riding can bring out our competitive streaks, and it's important not to get trapped in the game of trying to be the fastest rider. Public roads are not the place to practice high-performance riding techniques.

Hand Signals 

Will be discussed to ensure plans for on-the-road communication; agreeing on arm signals to represent low fuel, road hazards, upcoming turns, etc. will make it easier to know who needs what or when wind noise prevents verbal exchanges. Trade cell phone numbers in case the group separates. 
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Annex B to CVMA National by-laws

MEETINGS

We are a Veterans Riding group.  As such, we will often meet at different VFW Posts, American Legion Post, DAVs or any other location that represents the Veteran community

As often as possible all meetings will be before or after a short day ride

Plan a meeting agenda and stick to it.  Proposed agenda items should be submitted to the Chapter Commander at least three days before the next scheduled meeting.

AGENDA

Call to order

Pledge of Allegiance

Opening Prayer

Welcome visitors/new members

Commander’s and XO’s Comments

Adjutant’s report/minutes

Quartermaster’s report

Chaplin’s report

Rides and safety report

Any old business

COC report/ US Defender program

Good of the Chapter/Calendar

Closing Prayer

Retire the colors

Annex C to CVMA National by-laws

COMMUNICATION 

CVMA 3-2 WEB PAGE-We have an excellent web page at http://www.cvmasoco.com/   Please help our webmaster by informing him of current events, upcoming rides and useful news for veterans. Photos of rides and events are always welcome.
CALENDAR-We will maintain a 2 or 3 month long-range event calendar that will show all of our events and rides will be posted to our web page.

PHONE TREE-Each Officer will have their own group of members to call.  Used for short notice events.  Follow up the phone call with an all members email message.

REACH OUT TO OTHER MOTORCYCLE ORGANIZATIONS-We will reach out to all chapters of the CVMA, Veterans Motorcycle organizations.  Bottom line is we will continue to respect all Motorcycle Clubs by our actions.

EMERGENCY CONTACT LIST-We will have an Emergency contact list that has what a member could provide if some other member has an emergency, like having a bike trailer for break downs, warm bed or a hot meal.

Annex D to CVMA National by-laws

MENTORSHIP PROGRAM

COC MEETING-Each new member will get the opportunity to go to a COC meeting.  This will promote proper conduct around other clubs by our membership. 

MENTOR-An older member within the CVMA will be assigned to each new member, this mentor will be there for any questions the new member may have.

Chapter Commander may assign a mentor who will discuss any questions that a new member may have.

Annex E to CVMA National by-laws
ACCOUNTABILITY AND PROCEDURES FOR NEW MEMBERS AND PATCHES

DD 214-All new members will provide their DD 214, ORB or their ERB to show their time in a combat zone (National By-laws). This DD 214 will be screened by the Chapter Board of Officers.  

PATCH AGREEMENT-The new member will read and sign the National Patch Agreement form. 

NATIONAL APPLICATION FORM-Each new member will fill out the National application form, and write a check for National Dues ($20.00) and a check for Chapter dues ($10.00).

APPLICATION PACKET-A new member’s application packet will consist of the following. DD 214, a signed National Patch Agreement, his National Application form, a check for National dues ($20.00) and a check or cash for Chapter dues ($10.00).  Once this packet is complete, the Adjutant will send this packet off to the State Rep (Bob Clements).  The Chapter Adjutant then tracks the progress of the new members’ application packet.  At each Chapter meeting, the Chapter Adjutant will inform the new member and Chapter BOD on the status of the new member’s application packet.  The Chapter Adjutant will give the Chapter Quartermaster the new member’s chapter dues, this way both the Chapter Adjutant and the Quartermaster will know the status of Chapter dues.   

PATCHES-Once the State Rep receives confirmation that the new member’s packet has been approved by National, the State Rep will inform the Chapter Commander. The Chapter Commander will then inform the new member that his application has been approved by National. The Chapter Commander will request a new member’s patch from the State Rep.  Once the Chapter Commander has received the new member’s patch, he will inform the new member that his patch is in.  All new members will receive their patch at the next meeting, this way the Chapter members can be a part of the patching ceremony.  

Note: Before the new member can receive his or her patch a check or cash ($44.00) will be given to the Chapter Commander.

PATCHING CEREMONY-Each new member will receive his or her patch during the next meetings patching ceremony.

Annex F to CVMA National by-laws

PATCHING CEREMONY

Commander:

Members of Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association Chapter 3-2, Let us begin our initiation ceremony. Adjutant, will you please call the Candidate(s) forward.

Adjutant:

I have the honor of presenting the following candidate(s) for membership.

1.

a. Road Name

b. Branch of Service

c. MOS

2.

a. Road Name

b. Branch of Service

c. MOS

3.

a. Road Name

b. Branch of Service

c. MOS

Commander:

We are honored and happy to have you among us.

The Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association is guided by the vision and mission of Veterans helping Veterans.

In order to become a member of CVMA a candidate must present to the National BOD documented verification of their qualifications as stipulated by the National By-laws.

Upon review of your documented experience, your desire to help your fellow Veteran and in accordance with the National By-laws, we find you meet our requirements for membership.

Executive Officer:

It is customary and appropriate that people with common bonds unite.

To display these bonds characteristic symbols are used as identification. 

To the world the symbols represent a society with particular goals and interests. However to the members the symbols have a more significant meaning as they represent the unique association of the members within their society. So it is with the CVMA.

Sergeant At Arms:

The emblem of the Combat Veterans Motorcycle Association is in the shape of a skull encompassed by the following colors:

Red: representing blood that has been shed on the battlefield.

Military Gold: representing all the branches of service.

Black: representing the heavy hearts possessed for those that gave their lives and for those wounded, missing in action or prisoners of war.

The skull and ace of spades represent the death that war leaves in its wake.

Commander:

Oath:

Raise your right hand and repeat after me.

I (state your name)

Having heard and understood……. the purposes and mission of CVMA…..do solemnly pledge…..to always respect and promote…..the aims and ideals of the CVMA brotherhood.

Please drop your right hand and remain standing.

Brother(s)-Sister(s) with this pledge you become one of us.  Remember, as members of the CVMA your life and acts will bear witness to the honor of the brotherhood.

All members new and old let our minds focus upon the uniqueness of our qualifications and experiences which allow us the brotherhood and camaraderie not found in any other organization and let our minds be open to new truths and greater understanding of life after combat.

I will now present the patch(s) and CVMA coin

New Member: would you like to say a few words?

Adjutant:

Members of CVMA, this completes our initiation ceremony.

It is our custom for each active member to greet and welcome each new member.

